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these Mediterranean arrivals, must give an increasing attention to the 
economic, moral, and legal conditions under which these people grew up 
in the regions celebrated for hundreds of years as the earthly paradise 
and now reduced as the result of continued unexampled waste to a sheer, 
unbelievable extreme of human misery. Our immigration, which the 
Italians see from the other side as an emigration, involves such tremen- 
dous numbers that there is no social relation that is not disturbed by it. 
Depopulation, increase of waste land, rise of wages and of the cost of 
living, revolutionary sentiments among the reimpatriated, and an alarm- 
ing debauchery, owing to the sudden breaking of old restrictive bonds, 
are some of the troubles following in the wake of these enormous trans- 
locations, before which even the famous migrations of the period of the 

Roman decline pale into insignificance. 

Ferdinand Schevill 

Report on the Condition of Woman and Child Wage-Earners in the 
United States. In 19 volumes. 61st Cong., 2d Sess., Senate 
Doc. 645. Prepared under the direction of Charles P. Neill, 
Commissioner of Labor. Vol. VIII. Juvenile Delinquency and 
Its Relation to Employment. Washington, 1911. Pp. 172. 

It is a serious loss to the American people that the Congress which 
authorized the printing of this valuable report limited the edition so 
that copies are already difficult to obtain. The volume dealing with 
juvenile delinquency is of value both immediate and permanent. Its 
conclusion " that there is abundant justification for the contention that 
employment at an early age is in itself a cause of delinquency" rests 
upon a painstaking study of juvenile court records supplemented by 
personal interviews and by the knowledge, recorded and unrecorded, 
gathered by the probation officers. 

This investigation, like all others in its field, suffers from the lack of 
completeness and uniformity in the records of the juvenile courts. The 
records vary from judge to judge, from court to court, from one proba- 
tion officer to another. The publication of the report will doubtless 
stimulate many juvenile courts to mend their methods in the matter of 
records. That the report contains under these difficult conditions any 
valuable generalizations whatever indicates skill and faithfulness in the 
investigators. 

The study was confined to the year 1907-8 and to 4,839 juvenile 
delinquents. This number is so small that the value of the report 
depends largely upon the many tables worked out with minute care, 
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such as that on p. 39, which shows the "Number of Offenses Recorded 
Against Working and Nonworking Juvenile Delinquents by Sex of 
Offender and by Character of Offense." 

A particularly significant chapter deals with the hours of working- 
boy delinquents by age. Among 1,443 sucfi boys the sinister coincidence 
between overwork and delinquency is striking. The table shows boys 
of nine, ten, eleven, and twelve years working more than twelve hours a 
day, among them a huckster's assistant aged nine years working sixteen 
hours, an errand boy and a stable boy working thirteen hours. 

As a result of this report there will have to be additions to the lists 
of dangerous occupations. Morally Dangerous will be the new heading, 
and it will apply to employment as errand and delivery boys because of 
the lack of supervision and extraordinary temptation to larceny; as 
messengers for the same lack of supervision and for the contact with 
evil patrons; as newsboys for the same reasons with irregular hours as 
an added evil. For girls domestic service appears to be the most danger- 
ous occupation in relation to larceny and sex immorality. 

The report is in all respects suggestive rather than conclusive. But 
its suggestions will be found useful by educators, probation officers, 
advocates of child-labor laws, and social workers who deal with families 
and neighborhoods. 

Florence Kelley 

Report on the Condition of Woman and Child Wage-Earners in the 
United States. In 19 volumes. 61st Cong., 2d Sess., Senate 
Doc. 645. Prepared under the direction of Charles P. Neill, 
Commissioner of Labor. Vol. VII. Conditions under Which 
Children Leave School to Go to Work. Washington, 191 1. Pp. 
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This useful volume is a strong argument for the immediate creation 
of a children's bureau in the federal government. The information here 
given should be gathered consecutively on a national scale and made 
public while new. It should not, as in the case of this report, be gathered 
in a small number of selected cities in 1907-8, transmitted in 1910, and 
published in an edition of only 2,000 copies in 191 1. 

Law-breaking employers, stupid schools, ignorant parents, and con- 
scienceless enforcing authorities deprive tens of thousands of working- 
class children of the elementary education which is their right. And the 
government of the United States contents itself with issuing, on this 
disgraceful condition, a single volume of 309 pages, containing matter 



